NRO DECLASSIFICATION/RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS ON FILE |

Approved For Release 2002/01/10 : CIA-RDP66R00546R000200120001-0 (J
e : ,_,1 - 60/77’ /

!
|

12 September 1963

ERNORANDTN POR: Director of Ceatral Intelligence

SUBJECT: Comments on Pr. McMillan's Hemorandum
on Implementation of the Purcelil
Pazel BRecommesdations

REFERENCE : Momorsndus for CIA from D/NRS, 11 September NRO
1963, Iaplementation of the Purcell Panel
Recosmendations, [Jc42e-63 25X1A

1. 7Tue moat mignitficant feature of this document is
ity total relimnce on Air Force views and programs in framinag
the NRO regponse. As far as we can learn, oo obe in CIA
was contacted to help in the preparation of this response.
The conclusion we reach is thet satellite reaconnsissance
has been a4 almowt exclusively to the Air Force in
the minds of McNillan and the NEO Staff.

2. OQur principal CIA imbouse effort thus far in
mgwmmnmﬁmmaum@mmm
the B/J msearch capability. I called McMillan this
' snd offered to make this work available to bim in its
present unpolished status, as it reaches guite diffsrent
conclusions than those imposed by the Air Force or phases
1and 3. Since NeBillan was guite relaxed about receiving
this work, I summarized its results over the telephowe so
$hat he conld Bave it {n mind before commiting himsell to
the Clifford Board., Again, we find curseives unsolicited
io sx aren where we were known to be placing a major effoxt.

NRO

3. The second paragraph of answer one on p.l implies
that LANYARD is n u:u tute for pressnt or advanced area
coverage systems (COROMA ¥/J or N/2 and . While the 25X1A

40 mile mquare frame taken by LANVARD can placed anywhere

orer a Tairly wide strip, it does not provide a capability to
photograph 21l of a wide wwath - either laterally or nlong the

tyack - as U5 the COROWA mystems. LANYARD, and oxcant 25X1A2G
are in competition with eack other -~ but not with the CORONA

search serien. :

Q QRO [~ & 3 25X1A
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Subject: Purcell Panel 2

There is undoubtedly = valid guestion whether we should

tighten Purcell or choome a tetally paw
campera - g“z or systen to improve search resolution.
Bowever, this bas & ng to do with LANYARD.

4. Om the cuestion of improving pesk resolutios of
CozolA M/J, 1 suggest that you regsarve your position until
we have found a chance to brief you and Mc¥illan on the
results of CiA's study.

5. The deve t of & standardized objective test
of resolution guslity iz ons of the major needs am ¥o BOC
1t. 1n our view, an on.lime automatic mesasure of resolutien,
wmotion, etc,, is both essontial and possible., In other
_ , we beleve 1t pomnible to duild & sachine through which
the satire film strip could bs passed vhich would measure
those performance parameters contimnously and rapidly. The
reoi 1 edge spread peasuromoRts are poor substitutes
for ¢ need, snd do not separate out image motiom, which
ip turs dictates the need for further vehicle stabilization
improvements (see p.2). The list of Air Force contracts in
this area does not indicate a2 significantly advanced sctivity,
mut&nmwwmmozlwm«t they will push

6. The thrust of my comments is to identify the sffective
terminntion of CIA/AF rahip in the satellite recon-
saissance dusiness and suggest several limitatioms of the
remalting sole-source reliance. OSA is pow working om commwDis
for you, but it is impossible to evaluate in & single day a
isrge progras connstructed over seversl months with which we

have kad no prior comtact,

~yigiaa) Signed by

L Ty

ALEERY D, WHEELON
Deputy Director
(Science and Techmology)
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